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given to beneficent enterprise in this direction by the results of
the drought in 1877. Canals were already drawn from a great
reservoir near Poona, called Lake Fife after the eminent engineer
who designed it. These canals were now extended, anew canal
from the Nira river was begun, and another near Gokak pro-
jected ; at least seven large reservoirs, having the dimensions of
lakes, were in part excavated, of which some were nearly
finished. While the famine lasted we obtained imperial funds
for these works, as the distressed people were employed thereon.
When it ceased the grants were discontinued, but we laid before
the Government of India a fresh scheme with the able assist-
ance of Colonel Merriman E.E. our chief engineer for irrigation.
A certain capital outlay was to be incurred by the State in a cycle
of years for the completion of all the irrigation works which had
been designed. We then proposed to guarantee the interest on
this outlay from provincial resources, augmented by a very light
cess to be laid on the land for this special purpose. Effect
was not, however, given to these proposals, and the works were
carried on from time to time, with many interruptions, when-
ever funds were obtainable. Without some financial founda-
tion* such as that which we suggested, the progress of these
works is unavoidably precarious.

Similarly the occasion of these misfortunes was utilized for
the extension of the railway system in the Deccan. The chord
line by Ahmednagar has been already mentioned; though con-
structed partly as a temporary line, still it was kept open.
Another line by Bijapur, already described, was begun; and a
third from the coast south of Bombay was proposed. We desired
that the coast line should start from the British port of Karwar,
but ultimately it was decided that the railway should be taken
inland from the Portuguese port of Goa, by reason of the assist-
ance derivable from the Portuguese Government.

If our proposal to base upon local taxation, the finance of
works, intended for the prevention of famine, had been accepted
by the Government of India, we should have included railways
as well as canals in the scheme.

It was the distress, thus "long drawn out" through several